CHAPTER XXI

THE retirement of Mrs. Siddons at this period had a cause
more distressing than the public delirium; she had a long
and dangerous illness that confined her to her chamber.,
and hardly allowed  her power to change her position ;
when recovered she returned to Ireland, and performed
with  her wonted   energy and  popularity.     The  second
season of the Young Roscius lowered his pretensions 5 but,
having made his fortune, he was now sent to college, and I
presume the cultivation of his understanding did no great
injury to his subsequent performances on the stage.    The
winter of 1806-7 once more beheld Mrs. Siddons and  her
brother acting with undisputed supremacy, and I do not
recollect at any period to have more enjoyed their tran-
scendent efforts.    The great actress had become fuller  in
her person and more majestic than ever.    Her Volumma^
her Katharine, her Lady Macbeth, were at their nil ultra.
She was no longer in danger of new studies, from which
nothing was to be hoped; but when she chose to act was
followed, as the most accomplished of all actresses merited
to be, as the genuine interpreter of the inspired oracles of
Poesy.

But a dreadful calamity was at hand, and the 2Oth of
September 1808 was marked by the conflagration of the
theatre which she so much adorned.

The modern stage affects reality infinitely beyond the
proper objects of dramatic representation. Muskets are
fired, with their wadding, to lodge, for aught anybody can
tell, in some crevice; and at last, in the night time, the
lurking pest bursts forth to the ruin of a stately building,